
The Session of Southside Presbyterian Church overtures the Presbytery de Cristo to overture the 220th General                   
Assembly (2012) to adopt and publish the following statement and call to action in regards to immigration. 
 
Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) has consistently taken actions which have been   
faithful to the scriptural admonitions to care for the least of these (Matthew 25:31-46) and for the sojourners amongst 
us (Exodus 22:21), including: 
 
 •  the adoption of the “Call to Presbyterians to Recommit to Work and Pray for a Just and Compassionate U.S. 
    Immigration Policy” by the 206th General Assembly in 1994 
 
 •  and the call for a commitment from both Presbyterians and the government to work towards welcoming 
    immigrants into our communities and to provide for just laws that affect those who live and work in the United 
    States in both 1999 and 2004 
 
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that we call for the following actions by the General Assembly and by the General               
Assembly staff: 
 
To urge congregations to consider their Biblical mandate to care for the alien among us and to see Jesus in the alien by 
offering sanctuary to individuals facing deportation orders who have U.S. born children and any other individuals              
facing deportation to whom a congregation might feel called to offer sanctuary.  
 
To encourage churches to practice Biblical hospitality by providing a safe space for day laborers to gather to wait for 
work in acknowledgment that every human being has the right to work and to provide for their families.  
 
To draw attention to the human rights crisis along the border region between Mexico and the United States that has led 
to the deaths of thousands of migrants and to affirm the right of individuals and organizations to provide life-saving            
humanitarian aid in the border regions and to urge judicatories and congregations to support humanitarian aid efforts.  
 
To join a multitude of other communities of faith in adopting and endorsing the Interfaith Platform on Humane                       
Immigration Reform1 which calls for the Obama Administration and Congress to: 
 •  Uphold family unity as a priority of all immigration policies 
 •  Create a process for undocumented immigrants to earn their legal status and eventual citizenship 
 •  Protect workers and provide efficient channels of entry for new migrant workers 
 •  Facilitate immigrant integration  
 •  Restore due process protections and reform detention policies 
 •  Align the enforcement of immigration laws with humanitarian values 
 
To direct Mission Responsibility Through Investing (MRTI) to study the relationship between the private prison industry 
and legislative initiatives that criminalize and detain immigrant populations and to recommend investment policies to the 
General Assembly Council.  
 
To urge the Office of the General Assembly to call on Congress to pass the Dream Act immediately and to urge the 
Obama Administration to provide temporary legal status to Dream Act eligible students.2  
 
To urge the Obama Administration and Congress to end the use of detention for immigration enforcement and improve 
detention conditions by enacting clear, enforceable reforms, including rigorous medical treatment standards and                 
increased access to pastoral care, legal counsel and legal orientation programs. Furthermore, the government should 
expedite the release of individuals who pose no risk to the community and expand the use of community-based                   
alternatives to detention, which are more humane and cost effective. 

Overture from Session regarding immigration 

1 http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/interfaith-immigration-platform-2009.pdf  
2 Passage of the Dream Act would allow for a process towards permanent residency for those who arrived in the United States 
prior to age 16, have proof of residency for five consecutive years, who are of good moral character, and who are either                
enrolled in community college, university, or serve in the U.S. military. For more information: http://www.immigrationforum.org/
policy/legislation/the-dream-act-in-the-111th-congress 



To direct The Office of the General Assembly to urge the Border Patrol to cease the practice of lateral repatriation 
which separates migrant families. 
 
And, to direct The Office of the General Assembly to urge the Obama Administration to end policies such as Secure             
Communities3 and 287g programs which lack oversight and transparency and have led to racial profiling and have             
undermined the stability of communities and their trust of law enforcement agencies.  

3 http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/secure-communities-fact-sheet  

News from the Southside Worker Center 

We want to start out by thanking all of you who attended our second annual fundraising dinner! It was a wonderful 
evening of great food, lots of dancing, and an inspiring talk by Kim Bobo, Executive Director of Interfaith Worker               
Justice. We had about 200 in attendance and raised just over $2500.00! This money will help us to continue to provide 
a safe space for workers to wait for work, to negotiate fair wages, and to develop their leadership capabilities so that 
the Southside Worker Center can continue to be a force for change in our community and in individual workers’ lives.  
 In December, the Center officially became a member of Interfaith Worker Justice and we are excited about the 
opportunities that this partnership will offer us.         
 Our other exciting news is that we were recently awarded a grant for $16,667.00 through the Susan Harwood 
Fund of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). The goal of the grant is to strengthen and expand 
existing health and safety education programs for migrant day laborers. We are excited for this opportunity to                
provide occupational safety training to the workers of the center and to train them to be trainers to their peers, all 
while ensuring that they are able to stay safe in what can often be dangerous working conditions.   
 All of our celebrations have been tempered by the detention of some of our best leaders. Sergio Martinez Cota 

graduated from our Leadership Academy last spring. Sergio 
has been in detention for seven months.  
 Also in detention is Amador Ramirez Hernandez. You 
all may remember him from Labor Day Sunday as he spoke 
to us all in worship about the Worker Center. He spoke at our 
recent fundraising dinner.    
 We ask that you would continue to keep the Center in 
your prayers as we continue to 
grow, and especially keep Sergio, 
Amador, and their families in your 
prayers.  

http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/secure-communities-fact-sheet�

	Overture from Session regarding immigration

	News from the Southside Worker Center



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



